
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY 1 
1 
) CASE NO. 94-202 

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION 
REGULATIONS 

O R D E R  

Kentucky Utilities Company ("KU") , e Kentucky corporation 

which engages in the distribution of electricity to the public for 

compensation for light, heat, power, and other uses, is a utility 

subject to Commission jurisdiction. KRS 278.010. 

KRS 2 7 8 . 2 8 0 ( 2 )  directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of services by utilities. Pursuant 

to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated Commission 

Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires electric 

utilities to maintain their plant and facilities in accordance with 

the standards of the National Electrical Safety Code (1990 edition) 

("NESC"). It also promulgated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 51006 ,  

Section 24, which requires a utility to adopt and execute a safety 

program. 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an Electrical 

Utility Accident Investigation Report dated February 28,  1994, 

appended hereto, which alleges: 

1. On September 13, 1993, James David Stratton suffered burn 

injuries to his right hand and left thigh while performing 



maintenance on an energized 7200-volt three phase power line in 

Huhlenberq County, Kentucky. 

2. At the time of the incident, Stratton was not wearing 

protective clothing or using protective equipment. 

3. At the time of the incident, Mike Robards was in charge 

of the work crew performing the maintenance. 

4. At the time of the incident, KU owned the facilities in 

question. 

5. At the time of the incident, Stratton and Robards were 

employees of KU and acting within the scope of their employment. 

6 .  NESC Section 420H requires employees to ''use the personal 

protective equipment, the protective devices, and the special tools 

provided for their work." 

7 .  KU Safety Rule 31-2 prohibits employees from touching or 

working on "any exposed energized lines or apparatus except when 

wearing protective equipment approved for the voltage to be 

contacted. 'I 

8. While performing maintenance on the 7200-volt line, 

Stratton failed to comply with NESC Section 420s  and KU Safety Rule 

31-2. 

9. Robards failed to see that all safety and operating 

procedures were observed by those under his direction. His failure 

is a violation of NESC Rule 421A which requires a person in charge 

to adopt such precautions as are within his authority to prevent 

accidents and to see that all safety rules and operating procedures 

are observed by those under his direction. 
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10. As a result of these failures, KU is in probable 

violation of Commission Regulations 807 KAR 51006, Section 24, and 

807 KAR 5:041, Section 3. 

Based on its review of the Electrical Utility Accident 

Investigation Report and being otherwise sufficiently advised, the 

Commission finds that prima facie evidence exists that KU han 

failed to comply with Commission Regulations 807 KAR 51006, Section 

24, and 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3. 

The Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that: 

1. KO shall appear before the Commission on Auguet 1 8 ,  1994 

at 1O:OO a.m., Eastern Daylight Time, in Hearing Room 1 of the 

Commission's offices at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, for 

the purpose of presenting evidence concerning the alleged 

violations of Commission Regulations 807 KAR 5:006, Section 2 4 ,  and 

807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, and of showing cause why it should not be 

subject to the penalties prescribed in KRS 278.990(1) for these 

alleged violations. 

2. KO shall submit to the Commission, within 20 days of the 

date of this Order, a written response to the allegations contained 

in the Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report. 

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report of 

February 28, 1994, a copy of which is appended hereto, is made part 

of the record of this proceeding. 

4. Any motion requesting any informal conference with 

Commission Staff to consider any matter which would aid in the 
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handling or disposition of thie prooeeding ahall be f!lled with the 

Commission no later than 20 days from the date of this Order. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, thla 24th day of M y ,  1994. 

PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSION 

/- 

ATTEST: 

QQ&-- Execu ve D rector 



AI 'PENDIX 

A P P E N D I X  T O  AN OROCR OF Tl lE KENTUCKY P U B L I C  S E I I V I C E  
C O M M I S S I O N  I N  C A S E  NO. 94-202 DATED 5/24/94 

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIQATION 

DATE OF THIS REPORT 2/28/94 SUBMITTED BY Robert Ueltschl 

NAME OF UTILITY Kentucky Utllitios Company (Western Division) 

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY Mr. Brian Dlckay 

DATE & TIHE ACCIDENT OCCURilED 9/13/93 - 4 1 3 0  P.M. CgT 

DATE & TIHE UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT 9/13/93 - 5r30 P.M. EST 
DATE & TIHE ACCIDENT REPORTED 9/13/93 - 6110 P . M .  EST 

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIQATION 9/14/93 

DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED FROM UTILITY 9/20/93 

PER80NS ASSISTING IN TEE INVESTIGATION Mr. Gerald LOCke, Mr. Brian 

Dickey, M r .  Mike Robarde - Kentucky Utilities Company and Robert 
Ueltechl - PSC 
NAME OF VICTIM(8) James David Stratton SEX M AGE 36 

FATAL NO "E OF EllpLoYER Kentucky Utilities Company 

INJURIES Eurne - right lndex finqer extending to thumb and 
left thigh. 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE South Carrollton on KV. 81 in 

Muhlenberq. County. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT M I .  Jamer DAV~C! Stratton warn workinq on a 

7200 V three phase power line. In the procesr of squsezing UP # 4  

copper to 1 2  ACRR with a "D" die machine (Comprarsion tool), Mr. 

Stratton madm contact with tho 7200 volt line. Mr. Stratton was 

not wearinq protective rubber gloves at the time of the accident. 

M r .  Mike Robards W88 the SUDErintendent on the project. 
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION Mr. Mike Robarde, Mr. Gerald Locke and Mr. 

Brian Dickey - Kentucky utilities Company 
PROBA8LE VIOLATIONS OF COIU(IS8ION REOOLATIONS Mr . Stratton wan in 
probable violation of 807 KAR 5 1 0 4 1  (Electric), Seotion 3(2) and 

NESC Section 42 submection (420H) tools and protective equipment. 

Mr. Stratton was also  in probable violation of Kentucky Utilities’ 

safety rule(s) General 31-2.a. 

Mr. Robarda wan in probable violation of NESC Section 42 

subsection 421A.  1 and 2 .  Duties of a first level superviaor or 

person in charge. 

RECW”MT1ONS It is recommended that the Commiemion consider 

action in accordance with KRS 278.990 and the probable violation of 

Commission Reoulatione 807 KAR 5 1 0 4 1 ,  Section 3(2), and 807 KAR 

5r006, Section 24. 

CORRECTIVE ACTION None 
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

LINE CLEARANCES 
Minimum Allowad 

As Measured by NEBC 

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 

Phase conductors to ground House - 27'- 11 S / 2 "  
elevationr Center- 27'- 11 1/211 

Field - 27'- 11 1/2" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
olevationr 2 0 '  - 2 1/21' 
Communication conductor to 
ground olevationr N/A 

Phase conductor to 
structural N/A 

Neutral conductor to 
Etructuro: N/A 

Communication conductor to 
structural N/A 

8. AT LOWEST POINT OF BPAN 

20' - 0'' 
20' - 0 "  
20' - 0" 
18' - 0" 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Phase conductor to ground House phase 26' - 0" 20' - 0" 
20' - 0" 

Field phase 26' - 8 1/2" 20' - 0" elevatlon: Center phase 26' - 3" 

Neutral conductor to 
ground elevationr 19' - 8 1/21' 18' - 0'' 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation; N/R N/A 

C. BPAN LENGTH 300' 

Date tha line or faoilities woco constructed 1963 

Voltage of line or faoilitiem 7200 Volt - 3 Dhaee 

Date last inspected by utility 1/21/93 

Utility -Kentucky Utilities Company (Western Division) 

nata 9/14/93 T i w  8 1 3 0  A.M. CST 
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ELECTRICAL OTILITY ACCIDENT INVEBTICA'PION (Continuod) 

Approximate tamperatura 75. F 

Noamuremmnta mado by 

- Kantucky Utilities Company - Robart Ueltachi, PSC 
M i k e  Robarda, Stephen Hendtix, Brian Dickey 

Submitted byi -6 



Saptamber 17, 1993 RECEBVED 

Mr. Bob Ueltechi 
Public service Commission 
730 schonkol Lana 
P.O. Box 615 
Frankfort, KY 40802 

A ,. .- .. 
\ e  " 2 0  1993 

D0ar Bob: 

BWJXCTI aaooILT or A C C I D ~ - X H R L O Y ~  JAWB DAVID BTRATTOH 

Enclosod is a copy of a Report of Accident-Employee for the 
captioned. Mr. Stratton wan raising handle of Dio Maahinc and 
contacted 7.2 KV line resulting in burns. 
If you need additional information glOa8e advise. 

I 

DATB O? ACCIDXU21 OB/S3/a3 

Sincerely, 

& A r a 3 .  anager, Rink Managemant 

JAB188 
Enclosure 
cc: R. n. newett 

W. N. English 



Kentucky Utilities Company 
118 Court S t r e e t  

CIlrm 

WI 

REPORT OF ACCIDE 

E 

WHO WAS 
INJURED? 

TIME AND 
PLACE OF 

INJURY 

WITNESSES 
To THE 
INJURY 

NATURE ANI 
EXTENTOF 

INJURY 
(Indud. *I 

Inlunr) 

ACCIDENT 



KU INSPECTION REPORT 

"FFICE 

0 METER AND SERVICE DROP INSPECTION , . !. 2 C  1993 
:lIVISIGN bt : I ! : .  ,: 

~ ~ i i ; , : + - - , \ . i G  2, >:::: .;uL\ 

ROUTE No. 

% # . ' z c -  DISTRIBUTION AND SECONDARIES INSPECTION 
ZONE (LINE LOCATION) 77 -// 4 -J-/ 

p: Inspect all distrlbutlon facilities in the designed area or route, 
complete report and present It to local manager, copy to district manager. 

Conductors L- Crossarms 2 Lightning arresters, 
Insulators @ Guys and anchors./ cutouts & grounds - " 
Poleelstructures - Transformers - J Service drops - 

hie t e rs - 
Malntenance requlred or other remarks (attach addltlonal sheets as required). 
Show location by Ilne, route or address 

m A.4Aei e C L .  & d u d  
.. , 

Visual lnspectlon performed in whole or in part In conngctlon _ I  with regular duties. 

Date Completed /-z/ -g. 

When work is finlshed, complete report and Present It to local 
manager, copy to dlstrict manager. 

Repairs or other maintenance performed -1 

Date Completed & -/F - $ 7 ~  

- 



KENTUCKY ununEs COMPANY 

FOR COMPANY BUSINESS ONLY 

sum 

Fmm Gerald Locke 

PSC Request D.M September 15, 1993 

Brian Dickey To 

i ? l i K  MANAGEMENT 0:PT.l 

Enclosed is a 
of the accident at 
on 9/13/93. The 1 

copy of a facility map showing the location 
South Carrollton involving David Stratton 
0 tan line was constructed in 1963 with no 

known upgrading necessaky . 
this zone on 77-11. Maintenance was not indicated to be 
needed at the site. 

location for account 311169-010, work completed 2/19/93. 

A distribution inspection wa8 completed on 1/21/93 for 

The arrester identified on the inspec,tion was at the 

GL: wa j 
attachment 
cc: K. Curtis 

K. Sheridan 






